The 


Glasgow  Nurses  Guild  ©Club 


Occasional  Letter 

No.  I 


‘I  was  sick,  and  ye  visited  me’ 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/b24934495 


Glasgow  IHurscs  Giulb  ant)  Club. 


OCCASIONAL  LETTER.  No.  i. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  Nurses  Guild  and  Club, 
the  Committee  and  associated  ministers  have  sought,  by 
means  of  meetings  held  and  visits  paid,  to  come  into 
touch  with  the  Nurses  resident  in  Glasgow. 

But  changes  are  frequent  in  the  staff  of  each 
Hospital  and  Home,  and  to  reach  new-comers,  as 
well  as  to  be  a bond  of  union  between  all  members 
of  the  Guild  and  Club,  the  Committee  has  resolved 
to  issue  occasional  letters,  of  which  this  is  the  first. 

The  aim  of  this  first  letter  is  to  explain  the  object 
)f  the  organisation,  and  to  commend  the  Guild  and 
Llub  to  those  eligible  for  membership. 

(i)  Those  who  promoted  the  Club  did  so  in 
:onsideration  of  the  peculiar  conditions  under  which 
most  Nurses  have  to  carry  on  their  duties.  These 
:onditions  entail  upon  all  a certain  measure  of 
solation,  especially  upon  those  engaged  in  private 
aursing.  Often,  too,  the  hours  when  a nurse  can  be 
ree  are  unsuitable  for  social  calls  ; so  that  a place 
o which  she  could  go  as  of  right  for  companionship, 
>r  for  rest  and  quiet,  seemed  likely  to  prove  a boon — 
ind  this  not  least  in  wet  or  chilly  weather.  The 


idea,  accordingly,  of  a Club  for  Nurses  took  root 
and  grew ; premises  were  taken  and  furnished,  and 
some  two  years  ago  were  opened  at  20  Charing  Cross 
Mansions. 

The  best  testimony  to  the  reality  of  the  need  thus 
met  was  the  immediate  success  of  the  enterprise.  So 
many  nurses  joined  the  Club  that  the  accommodation 
proved  too  meagre.  Another  flat  was  added  to  the 
Club  last  winter,  and  as  now  enlarged,  it  pro- 
vides a well-furnished  reading-room,  a well-equipped 
dining-room,  and  several  bedrooms.  There  a nurse 
can  meet  her  friends,  write  her  letters,  even  reside  if 
she  so  desire — the  latter  a provision  highly  appreciated 
by  many. 

(2)  As  to  the  Guild  it  must  be  said  that  so  far 
this  side  of  the  organisation  has  not  been  developed 
so  fully  as  the  Club  has  been.  The  promoters  were 
actuated  by  sympathy  with  a Nurse’s  very  real  diffi- 
culty in  maintaining  her  part  in  Church  life  and  the 
ordinances  of  religion — a difficulty  most  felt  by  those 
engaged  in  private  nursing,  because  their  hours  are 
less  regular,  and  they  must  frequently  change  residence, 
often  going  to  a distance,  according  to  their  case. 
Most  nurses,  it  is  believed,  are  communicants — but 
since  their  stay  in  Glasgow  may  not  be  prolonged, 
they  feel  unwilling  to  break  a home-tie  by  bringing 
away  a certificate  of  their  membership  as  such.  In 
Glasgow,  accordingly,  their  names  may  be  on  no 
Communion  Roll,  and  many  do  not  like  to  ask 
for  a Communion  Card  in  a church  where  they 
are  not  known — indeed,  many  do  not  know  how 
welcome  such  a request  would  be  from  any  one  desir- 
ing to  communicate  as  a visitor.  Apart  from  this  it 


is  difficult  for  Nurses  (impossible  for  some)  to  attend 
church  at  the  usual  hour  of  Celebration.  The  practice 
of  seat-letting  offers  a further  difficulty,  as  it  is  a certain 
hardship  to  pay  for  a seat  which  the  nurse  may  seldom 
be  able  to  occupy,  owing  to  absence  from  home. 

It  is  in  view  of  these  circumstances  that  the  associated 
ministers  seek  to  help.  In  some  of  the  churches 
named  below,  a pew  has  been  set  apart  for  nurses, 
and  in  all  of  them  a nurse  has  only  to  ask  for  accommo- 
dation in  order  to  secure  it,  as  the  pew-openers  have 
been  instructed  to  attend  to  such  requests.  An  after- 
noon celebration  has  also  been  instituted  in  some 
churches  on  the  dates  named  below,  and  at  these  any 
nurse  will  be  welcomed. 


GUILD  AND  CLUB. 

Terms  of  Membership,  etc.,  etc. 

1.  The  annual  subscription  for  ordinary  members 
is  2s.  6d. 

2.  Nurses  can  secure  residence  in  the  Club  for 
a yearly  rent  of  £5,  or, 

3.  Non-rent-paying  nurses  occupying  the  Club  for 
a week — including  board — pay  17s.  6d. 

4.  Non-rent-paying  nurses  occupying  the  Club  for 
a day  pay  3s. — which  includes  breakfast. 

5.  Non-rent-paying  nurses  occupying  Club  two  or 
more  days  pay  2s.  for  bed  only,  and  meals  are  supplied 
as  per  tariff  rate. 

6.  Special  terms  for  nurses  resident  at  Club  while 
attending  a case. 


It  is  intended  to  have  social  evenings  at  the  Club 
every  month  during  winter  ; and  there  will  be  a 
special  social  evening  held  in  the  Parochial  Hall,  Park 
Parish,  80  South  Woodside  Road,  on  the  evening  of 
the  27th  January,  1905. 

Notices  of  the  dates  will  be  sent  to  the  members. 

Those  wishing  to  join  are  requested  to  send  their 
names  to 

Mrs.  E.  T.  Ritchie,  Hon.  Sec., 

6 Westminster  Gardens,  Kersland  Street. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  names  of  the  ministers 
connected  with  the  Guild,  and  statement  of  the 
arrangements  for  Communion  in  their  churches  : 

Rev.  Robert  Boyd,  M.A.,  158  Garthland  Drive, 
Church  of  Scotland  Visiting  Chaplain  to 
Glasgow  Hospitals. 

Rev.  Joseph  M‘Neill  Frazer,  B.D.,  4 Moray  Place, 
Strathbungo,  minister  of  Langside  Parish.  Com- 
munion on  the  third  Sundays  of  March,  June, 
and  October,  at  1 1 a.m.  and  6.30  p.m.  Pew 
reserved  for  nurses.  Special  communion  service 
in  Victoria  Hospital  as  arranged. 

Rev.  J.  Bell  Henderson,  B.D.,  17  Lynedoch  Crescent, 
minister  of  St.  Vincent  Parish.  Communion 
on  third  Sundays  of  April  and  October.  Nurses 
have  only  to  ask  for  seats. 

Rev.  A.  C.  Laughlin,  1 Abbotsford  Lane,  Bedford 
Street,  S.S.,  St.  Margaret’s  Episcopal  Mission 
Church.  As  usual  in  Episcopal  Churches 
Communion  every  Sunday  at  8 a.m.,  and  seats 
in  church  open  to  all. 


\ er y Rev.  Dr.  Macleod,  i Woodlands  Terrace,  mini- 
ster ot  I ark  Parish  Church.  Communion  on  third 
Sundays  of  February,  April,  June,  October,  and 
December,  at  i i a.m.  and  3 p.m.  Pew  reserved 
foi  nurses,  and  all  seats  free  at  evening  service. 

Re\ . P.  M Adam  Muir,  D.D.,  1 Athole  Gardens,  mini- 
ster of  Cathedral.  Communion  on  last  Sunday 
of  January,  Sunday  before  Easter,  and  third 
Sunday  of  October,  at  morning  and  afternoon 
service.  Also  at  morning  service  on  first 
Sundays  of  June,  July,  August,  and  September. 

Rev.  D.  M.  Ross,  D.D.,  12  Bowmont  Gardens, 
minister  of  Westbourne  U.F.  Church.  Com- 
munion on  third  Sundays  of  October,  January, 

March,  and  May.  Nurses  accommodated  in 
minister’s  pew. 

Rev.  Ambrose  Shepherd,  D.D.,  6 Thornville  Terrace, 
minister  of  Elgin  Place  Congregational  Church. 
Nurses  welcomed  to  communion,  and  have  only 
to  ask  for  seats. 

Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  The  Manse,  Partick,  minister  of 
Partick  Parish.  Communion  on  third  Sundays 
of  April  and  October  at  1 1 a.m.  and  2 p.m. 
Nurses  will  gladly  be  directed  to  seat  if  they 
ask  doorkeepers. 

Rev.  Stevenson  Stuart,  B.D.,  12  Granby  Terrace, 
minister  of  Sandyford  Parish.  Communion  on 
third  Sundays  of  April,  October  and  January. 
Seats  will  gladly  be  shown  to  nurses  by  door- 
keepers. 


Rev.  David  Watson,  8 Clayton  Terrace,  Dennistoun, 
minister  of  St.  Clement’s  Parish.  Communion 
at  2 p.m.  on  third  Sundays  of  January,  April, 
and  October.  Nurses  welcomed,  and  can  sit 
where  they  please. 

Rev.  Adam  C.  Wklch,  B.D.,  19  Bute  Gardens,  minister 
of  Claremont  U.F.  Church.  Communion  on 
second  Sundays  in  March,  June,  October,  and 
December.  Service  at  1 1 a.m.,  but  those  who 
desire  it  are  admitted  at  12,  when  communion 
service  commences. 

Rev.  A.  W.  W 0THF.RSP00N,  M.A.,  1 Kingsley  Avenue, 
minister  of  Oatlands  Parish.  Communion 
service  at  2 p.m.  on  Palm  Sunday,  and  last 
Sundays  of  January,  June,  and  October. 


